
World Access to Higher Education Day 
Conference: 28 October 2025

Registration opens

Welcome from Professor Robert Balfour 
Rector and Vice-Chancellor, University of the Western Cape

Launch of Drawing the Access Map 2 Report
- Professor Graeme Atherton, Vice-principal, Ruskin College; Director, World Access to Higher 
Education Network (WAHEN) 

Session 1: Global Pathways to Equity: Policy, Practice, and Personal Journeys
Chair: Professor Peter John CBE, Principal, Ruskin College; Vice-Chancellor, University of West 
London
- Bill Moses, Managing Director, Education, The Kresge Foundation
- Professor Romeela Mohee, Commissioner of the Higher Education Commission, Mauritius 
- DAFI Scholarship Programme alums, Ilunga and Ivan

Break
 
Breakout Sessions 1A-F

Lunch

Session 2: Reimagining Access and Success: Equity-Driven Change in South 
African Higher Education
Chair: Professor Peter John CBE
- Professor Pamela Dube, Vice-Chancellor and Principal, The Central University of Technology, 
Free State
- Innocent Nkata, Executive Director of Saide, which leads the Siyaphumelela initiative
- Russell Davies, Chairman, National Bursary Support Providers Forum

Break out Sessions 2A-E

Break

Session 3: Equity in a Shifting Global Landscape
Chair: Professor Graeme Atherton
- Abel Schumann, Project Manager of Education at a Glance 2025, OECD 
- Dr Roberta Malee Basset, Global Lead for Tertiary Education, The World Bank
- Professor Shamit Saggar, CBE FAcSS, Executive Director, Australian Centre for Student Equity 
and Success 
- Dr. Courtney Brown, Vice President of Impact and Planning, Lumina Foundation
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