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NEWS ANALYSIS

How Educational Differences Are
Widening America’s Political Rift

College graduates are now a firmly Democratic bloc, and they are
shaping the party’s future. Those without degrees, by contrast,
have flocked to Republicans.
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Less than High school Associate’s Bachelor's Professional
high school diploma/GED degree degree degree
diploma
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Expected years of life from 25 to 75 by BA status.
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Unemployment rates for people 25 years and older by educational
attainment, seasonally adjusted
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Attainment by Race/Ethnicity

US Average Native Hispanic Black White Asian
American
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For workers with some college education, wages were
lower in 2017 than in 2000

Cumulative percent change in real average hourly wages, by education,
2000-2017
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Note: Sample based on all workers ages 18—-64.
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are students of color. from their parents.

are financially independent

@ 64% have children or dependents.
are first-generation

work, 40% work full time. immigrants.

Today’s Students
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are age 25 or older.







Percent of 2019 and 2020 high school graduates ages 16 to 24 who were
enrolled in college in October of the year they graduated, by sex, race, and
Hispanic or Latino ethnicity
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